STAT,

2

NEW YORK TIMES
13 January 1985

Intrigue and Countercharges
Mark Case of Purported Spies

i
BySELWYNRAAB |
Itwas,theFederalBumuoflnves— Mrll{oedm'wumutedunm-

‘tigation says, a cat-and-mouse game l

terial witness, and she and her husband

designed to trap a Soviet-bloc spy, iden- ' are both being held in prison without

'unedbyamhoﬂuuumpmmek}

Koecher.
The game lasted for 12 dnys in
November. Someﬂmesitcomlstedof

lie-detector tests and long :eparatein-
terrogations of Mr. Koecher — a for-
mer Central Intelligence Agency em-

ployee — and his wife, Hana, in suites - -

used by F.B.I. counterintelligence |’
agents at the Barbizon Plau Hotel on
| Central Park South, .

At other times, for undisclosed rea- |
sons, the agents played the game dif-

ferently. Believing the Koechers were | -

planning a permanent move from their
East Side apartment to Austria, agents

helped them with their last-minute ar-

rangements.

As a final gesture, the F.B.I. volun- j

teered to drive the Koechers to Ken-
nedy International Airport for their
flight to Austria. ’

A Surprise Arrest

On the evening of Nov. 27, the Koech-
ers, with packed suitcases, showed up
at the Barbizon Plaza for a lft to the
airport. It was then that the couple was
arrested,

While much about the case remains
undisclosed, an account of the Govern-
ment’s pursuit of the Koechers and
their lives in the United States has
begun to emerge from court state-
ments, affidavits and interviews with
friends end co-workers of the couple.

Mr. Koecher said through his attor-
ney, Michael Kennedy, that he had
cooperated with the F.B.1. because he
believed he might be used as a C.1.A.
“‘operative” in Europe. Rudoiph W.
Giuliani, the United States Attorney in
Manhattan, declined to explain the
F.B.L's tactics.

According to Federal prosecutors,
‘however, the F.B.1.’s main motive dur-
ing those 12 days was to extract as
mud: information as pouible from t.he

i

eouple about damage tbeir purported
espionage might have caused to na-
tional security. The Koechers came to
. the United States 19 years ago, saying |
they were Czechoslovak defectors.
.. Lastmonth, mbg Koecher pleaded not °
to an ctnent on espiona
mu by a Federal d pury gi:
Manhattan. If convi , he faces a
-sentence of up to life in prison.
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- Mr. Koecher, Mr. Kenpedy,

' asserted that he was a double-agexit for
the C.I.A. Mr. Kennedy, in court state- :

ments and .interviews, said Mr.
Koecher was duped by the F.B.l. into
- signing a false confession in November -
that he was a Czechoslovak who
" was assigned to infiitrate the C.

‘I‘he confession, according w Mr

mr‘pa.rtotuoovustory

chngad B.I. and the C.I.A. to

le Mr. Koecher to resume io-

worklnE for the United
Stat.et,notfor lovakia.

Documents Passed in 1975

* In an lntu-view. Mt. Kennedy ac- °

- knowl
*C.1A.

at the behest of the C.1.A. and was false

that Mr

ents to - Czechoslovak

in 1975. But he said it was done

Koecher gave

|

!
|
i

infomm:lon to mislead the Czechoslo- .

Fedenl ‘have denied
that Mr. Koecher wu a dmble-agm:

' for the C.LA.

. Bruce A. Green, an assistant United
«States Attomey in Manhattan who is in
charge of on, said that
+during the 12 daw in November, both
“Koechers admitted being trained as
“spies in Czechoslovakia in the early
2100 Goutessed 1o istag false passports
to false passpo

to return secretly to Czechoslovakia on
two occasions.

%" Court testimony, affidavits and inter-
views have disdooed the following
~points about the case

~ qThe F.B.I. md lt uncovered the

."Koechers’ espiomge activities ‘“‘sev-

‘.eral years but it apparently
‘made no nttemmpt ;‘ thelscwple.
oV .

undermeillance

9The F.B.I. said it confronted the

KoechenonNov wonlyafterleammg
were about to leave the

‘Prlendlandeo-workmolthe

 ers, however, said they traveled

'nbmd trequentlyﬂ::dtheirplans to

rsell their ent and
»Taove to A l?Novemberhndbeen
+ openly discussed for almost one year

* qAlthough Mr. Green and the F.B.I.
- have said that Mrs. Koecher helped de-
. liver C.1.A. secrets to a Czechoslovak
ugentinl%andthntshemapaid
- courier for the Czechoslovak intelli-
gence service until 1983, no criminal
chargeshnvebeenbm:ghtagunsther
"Even without criminal charges, she
can be held as a material witness under
Federal law. Mr. Kennedy said Mrs.

| Koecher's constitutional rights were

‘Charles University in Prague, one of

_plays

United States in December 1965. They

 tails of their

“vi
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inadmissable as evidence against her. |

!]Mr Kennedy said that during ques- -
by the F.B.I, both Koechers
lle-detectortatspmvingmem

, loyalty to the United States. |

9An F.B.I. agént testified at a bail

Y primaril
beenmhletoﬂndapermnmtjobin
the last seven years.

. MrKoecberwhoxssoyeusold,and
his wife, 40, werebommCzechoslova-

physics 'from

the country’s major universities.
Later, he taught mathematics,

edited technical books for a state-run

pub company and wrote radio
film reviews.

Came to U.S. in 1965

The Koechers immigrated to the

said they were political defectors from
Czechoslovakia and both became natu-
ralized citizens. But, friends and co-

workuspmd, they disclosed few de-

departun trom Czechoslo-
vakia.

Michael Reinitz of Manhattan, an ex-
ecutive fora l.nn'i:sland printing com- |
pany who met couple soon after |
they arrived in the United States, said
that Mr. Koecher at the time talked
about having worked clandestinely in
Czechoslovakia for Radio Free Eu-
rope. Until the early 1970°s, the C.1.A.

secretly financed Radio Free Europe’s |

broadcasts to Eastern .

‘‘He talked about making reports to
Radio Free Europe from-a farm out-
side of Prague,’”” Mr. Reinitz recalled,

“and that he had to get out of Czecho-

flovnhn because of political prob-
ems."”

Mr. Koecher's first job in the United
States was as a freelance writer for
Radio Free Europe in New York, and
over three years he wrote occasional
scripts for broadcasts to Czechoslova-

Studied Under Brzezinski

In 1969, Mr. Koecher completed a .

two-year course at Columbia Universi-
‘ty’s Russian Institute, ‘where he stud-
ied under Zbigniew Brzezinski.

Mr. Koecher, in applying for a teach-
ing post in 1979, cited Mr. Brzezinski,
who was then national security adviser

to President Jimmy Carter, as a refer-
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